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(57) ABSTRACT

A technique facilitates intervention operations in a plurality
of wells from an offshore fixed platform. A jacking frame is
movably mounted on the offshore fixed platform to provide
access to selected wells of the plurality of wells. The jacking
frame is coupled to a translation system that enables horizon-
tal movement of the jacking frame along the offshore fixed
platform to better position the jacking frame for intervention
in desired wells. One or more jib cranes are mounted to the
jacking frame to lift or deploy equipment with respect to
selected wells.

21 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD TO FACILITATE
INTERVENTIONS FROM AN OFFSHORE
PLATFORM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present document is based on and claims priority to
U.S. Provisional Application Ser. No. 60/951,007, filed Jul.
20, 2007.

BACKGROUND

Oil producers use offshore platforms to support subsea oil
wells. Typically, the offshore platforms have multiple oil
and/or gas wells installed, and the remedial work has been
done on a well by well basis. A barge system is commonly
employed to enable the servicing of offshore platforms with
small cranes. Because of the substantial overall cost of an
intervention/servicing operation, several wells are normally
serviced on the same platform. However, current servicing
systems are designed for use on only one well at a time and do
not provide mobility for rapid or combined intervention
operations on multiple wells.

SUMMARY

In general, the present invention provides a system and
methodology for facilitating intervention operations in a plu-
rality of wells from an offshore fixed platform. A jacking
frame is movably mounted on the offshore fixed platform to
provide access to selected wells of the plurality of wells. The
jacking frame is coupled to a translation system that enables
horizontal movement of the jacking frame along the offshore
fixed platform to better position the jacking frame for inter-
vention in desired wells. One or more jib cranes, such as a pair
of'opposing jib cranes, are mounted to the jacking frame to lift
or deploy equipment with respect to selected wells.

A system for facilitating multiple interventions in a plural-
ity of wells includes a jacking frame mounted on an offshore
fixed platform, a pair of opposing jib cranes mounted to the
jacking frame, and a translation system to move the jacking
frame laterally along the offshore fixed platform to facilitate
access to the plurality of wells. Alternatively, the jacking
frame and the pair of opposing jib cranes are movable to
provide 360 degree access to the plurality of wells. Alterna-
tively, the jacking frame comprises a vertical adjustment
mechanism. Alternatively, the vertical adjustment mecha-
nism comprises hydraulic cylinders. Alternatively, the trans-
lation system comprises modular rails along which the jack-
ing frame is able to move. Alternatively, the translation
system comprises a winch to move the jacking frame in a first
horizontal direction. Alternatively, the translation system
comprises a hydraulic cylinder system to move the jacking
frame in a second horizontal direction. Alternatively, the
winch comprises a hydraulic winch. Alternatively, the system
further comprises coiled tubing injection equipment mounted
on the jacking frame. Alternatively, the system further com-
prises a jib crane winch to enable lifting and placement of
equipment into selected wells of the plurality of wells.

In another embodiment, the present invention provides a
method of treating a plurality of wells, comprising mounting
a jacking frame to an offshore platform for movement along
the platform, moving the jacking frame horizontally along the
platform to provide access to specific wells of a plurality of
wells, and delivering equipment into or out of selected wells
with a jib crane mounted to the jacking frame for movement
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with the jacking frame. Alternatively, the mounting com-
prises mounting the jacking frame to modular rails that can be
assembled according to the configuration of the platform.
Alternatively, the moving comprises moving the jacking
frame ina front-to-back direction and a side-to-side direction.
Alternatively, moving comprises moving the jacking frame in
a first horizontal direction with a winch. Alternatively, mov-
ing comprises moving the jacking frame in a second horizon-
tal direction with a hydraulic system. Alternatively, the
method further comprises adjusting the jacking frame in a
vertical direction. Alternatively, the method further com-
prises mounting a pair of opposed jib cranes on the jacking
frame. Alternatively, delivering comprises rotating the jib
crane and moving comprises translating the jacking frame to
facilitate access to the specific wells.

In another embodiment the present invention provides a
system, comprising a jacking frame mounted on an offshore
fixed platform, a translation system coupled to the jacking
frame to selectively move the jacking frame horizontally
toward selected wells, a height adjustment mechanism to
enable selective adjustment of the height of the jacking frame,
an injector mounted on the jacking frame to inject coiled
tubing, and a jib crane mounted on the jacking frame to
deliver equipment to selected wells. Alternatively, the trans-
lation system comprises a plurality of modular rails. Alterna-
tively, the translation system comprises a first mechanism
oriented to cause movement in a first horizontal direction and
a second mechanism oriented to cause movement in a second
horizontal direction. Alternatively, the jib crane is pivotable.
Alternatively, the jib crane comprises a pair of opposed jib
cranes.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Certain embodiments of the invention will hereafter be
described with reference to the accompanying drawings,
wherein like reference numerals denote like elements, and:

FIG. 1 is a schematic plan view of a service/intervention
system deployed on an offshore fixed platform, according to
an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a front view of a service/intervention system
deployed on an offshore fixed platform for performing inter-
vention operations with respect to a plurality of wells, accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a side view of the system illustrated in FIG. 2,
according to an embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 4 is a top view of the system illustrated in FIG. 3,
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following description, numerous details are set forth
to provide an understanding of the present invention. How-
ever, it will be understood by those of ordinary skill in the art
that the present invention may be practiced without these
details and that numerous variations or modifications from
the described embodiments may be possible.

The present invention generally relates to a system and
method for facilitating service operations, e.g. intervention
operations, from an offshore fixed platform. The system and
methodology enable a producer, e.g. an oil producer or gas
producer, to access wells that were previously not accessible.
As aresult, the producer is better able to plan and implement
a complete platform intervention on a plurality of wells asso-
ciated with a particular offshore fixed platform. The system
and method further facilitate quick movement from one well
to another which improves the speed at which the equipment
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can be installed even in wells that are not in a traditional work
path, thus reducing operation time and costs.

Furthermore, the system can be constructed as a modular
system that enables adaptation to many types of platforms
having various sizes and configurations. Thus, in addition to
facilitating the performance of intervention operations on
multiple wells arranged in various positions or patterns, the
system is readily used with many types of new or existing
platforms. Also, the mobility of the system enables perfor-
mance of work on multiple wells associated with a given
platform such that operations can be conducted in wells con-
currently or in rapid succession.

Referring generally to FIG. 1, one embodiment of a system
20 is illustrated as mounted on an offshore fixed platform 22.
The offshore fixed platform 22 is associated with a plurality
of wells 24 having wellbores 26. The system 20 enables
performance of a variety of intervention operations on some
or all of the wells 24. In this embodiment, system 20 com-
prises a jacking frame 28 having a jacking frame carriage 30
that enables lateral movement along offshore fixed platform
22. The lateral movement is facilitated by a translation system
32 to which jacking frame carriage 30 is connected. By way
of'example, translation system 32 may comprise a plurality of
tracks or rails 34 along which jacking frame carriage 30 can
be moved. In FIG. 1, rails 34 are modular rails represented by
dashed lines. The modular rails 34 can be assembled with
modular rail pieces that allow the rails 34 and translation
system 32 to be adapted to numerous offshore platforms 22
having various sizes and configurations.

System 20 also may comprise at least one jib crane 36
mounted on jacking frame 28. As illustrated, system 20 com-
prises a pair of opposed jib cranes 36 pivotably mounted to
jacking frame 28 on opposite sides of the jacking frame 28.
The pair of opposed jib cranes 36 are positioned for pivoting
movement between selected wells 24 and generally extend
into well bays 38 on opposite sides of jacking frame 28.

In addition to the pivoting motion of jib cranes 36, jacking
frame 28 can be moved laterally in a first horizontal direction,
represented by arrow 40, and laterally in a second horizontal
direction, represented by arrow 42. The first horizontal direc-
tion 40 can be referred to as a side-to-side direction, and the
second horizontal direction 42 can be referred to as a front-
to-back direction. Lateral movement of the jacking frame 28
can be achieved by, for example, a first mechanism 44 and a
second mechanism 46. By way of example, first mechanism
44 comprises at least one carriage winch 48, e.g. a hydraulic
winch, coupled to jacking frame carriage 30, and second
mechanism 46 may comprise a hydraulic actuator, such as
hydraulic cylinders 50 mounted between jacking frame car-
riage 30 and offshore fixed platform 22. Movement of jacking
frame carriage 30 and jacking frame 28 can be achieved in the
side-to-side direction and the front-to-back direction simply
by actuating first mechanism 44 and/or second mechanism 46
as desired to move jacking frame 28 along rails 34 via jacking
frame carriage 30. The movement may be continued until the
jacking frame 28 is properly positioned proximate specific
wells 24 selected to undergo an intervention operation. Alter-
natively, the horizontal direction in which the jacking frame
28 can be moved is in a diagonal direction (i.e. at an angle to
the directions 40 and 42) while remaining within the scope of
the present invention, as will be appreciated by those skilled
in the art.

In many applications, system 20 also comprises coiled
tubing injection equipment 52 used for deploying and with-
drawing coiled tubing from selected wells 24. Because of the
size and weight of the components that can be incorporated
into system 20, the rails 34 can be attached to load bearing

30

40

45

4

members of the offshore fixed platform 22. For example,
many offshore platforms are constructed with load bearing
I-beams onto which rails 34 can be mounted for supporting
the loads that result from system 20 and the intervention
operations performed in wells 24.

Referring generally to FIGS. 2-4, one embodiment of sys-
tem 20 is illustrated in greater detail. In this embodiment,
coiled tubing injection equipment 52 is mounted on a rotating
injector table 54, as best illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3. The
rotating injector table 54 provides added versatility with
respect to delivering and withdrawing coiled tubing from
selected wells 24. Additionally, jacking frame 28 may com-
prise a vertical adjustment mechanism 56 that can be operated
to enable selective adjustment of the height at which coiled
tubing injection equipment 52 is positioned above the off-
shore platform 22. By way of example, the vertical adjust-
ment mechanism may comprise a hydraulic system that uti-
lizes hydraulic cylinders 58 to raise and lower a mounting
platform 60 of jacking frame 28.

The system 20 also may comprise one or more jib crane
winches 62 that can be used with one or both of the jib cranes
36. The one or more jib crane winches 62 can be employed
when the jib cranes 36 are used to pick up or lower heavy
tools. In a variety of intervention procedures, the jib cranes 36
are used to pick up or lower tool strings, a variety of inter-
vention tools, lubricators, blowout prevention equipment, and
other intervention related equipment. The jib cranes 36 can be
employed to move heavy tools, and can swivel through a
substantial range of motion, e.g. 200 degrees. In the embodi-
ment illustrated, the jib cranes also are mounted generally at
the center point of the jacking frame 28 to provide 180 degree
access to well bays on either side of the jacking frame 28.
Accordingly, the movement of jacking frame 28 and jib
cranes 36 provides 360 degree access to the plurality of wells
24.

Use of system 20 enables an operator to plan a platform
intervention in which several wells 24 have ongoing work at
the same time. The system also facilitates rapid sequential
movement from one well 24 to the next. Separate jacking
frame components allow for small crane loads and can be
preassembled via a work boat and platform crane. The center
point jib cranes 36 allow use of deployed tool systems that are
longer than those otherwise used in conventional systems.

In the example illustrated in FIGS. 2-4, the rails 34 can be
assembled in a rectangular, e.g. square, pattern on the top of
the platform jacket for movement via carriage winch 48 and
hydraulic actuator 46 (see FIG. 4). The rails 34 allow jacking
frame carriage 30 and jacking frame 28 to be moved across
the entire offshore fixed platform 22 by carriage winch 48.
The hydraulic rams 50 can be selectively actuated to position
the carriage 30 and jacking frame 28 from front-to-back rela-
tive to the platform. Movement of carriage 30 and jacking
frame 28 enable the coiled tubing injection equipment 52 to
be positioned over the top of any of the platform wells 24.
Furthermore, the tracking/rails 34 can be mounted directly to
the structure of platform 22 which mitigates potential deck
loading problems.

The three-axis movement of jacking frame 28 and equip-
ment 52 in the vertical, horizontal lengthwise, and horizontal
crosswise (or horizontal diagonal) directions enables great
speed and flexibility in servicing multiple wells. Additionally,
the use of ajib crane, such as the opposed pair of jib cranes 36,
also provides great reach and flexibility for moving equip-
ment into or out of selected wells. The mobility of the jacking
frame and jib cranes facilitates the performance of various
servicing operations on a plurality of wells during the same
time period or in rapid succession.
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Well system 20 can be constructed in a variety of configu-
rations for use in many environments and applications. Addi-
tionally, the size and arrangement of the components can be
adjusted according to the environment and according to well
layout and servicing procedures to be conducted. A variety of
equipment types can be mounted on jacking frame 28, and
various devices can be employed to impart motion to the
jacking frame relative to offshore fixed platform 22. Addi-
tionally, the modularity of the rail system enables adjustment
of the path along which the jacking frame moves and also
facilitates adaptation to a variety of platform sizes and con-
figurations. The structure of the system components, e.g.
jacking frame 28, carriage 30, rails 34, equipment 52, and
other components can be selected according to the anticipated
service operation parameters.

Accordingly, although only a few embodiments of the
present invention have been described in detail above, those
of ordinary skill in the art will readily appreciate that many
modifications are possible without materially departing from
the teachings of this invention. Such modifications are
intended to be included within the scope of this invention as
defined in the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A system for facilitating multiple interventions in a
plurality of wells, comprising:

a jacking frame mounted on an offshore fixed platform

associated with the plurality of wells;

a vertical adjustment mechanism coupled to the jacking
frame for vertically adjusting at least a portion of the
jacking frame to vertically position well equipment
above the wells for an intervention operation in the
wells;

apair of opposing jib cranes mounted to the jacking frame;
and

atranslation system comprising rails modularly coupled to
the offshore platform and to the jacking frame to move
the jacking frame laterally along the offshore fixed plat-
form to facilitate access to the plurality of wells, the rails
adaptively coupled to the platform in a configuration to
enable multiple interventions in the plurality of wells.

2. The system as recited in claim 1, wherein the jacking
frame and the pair of opposing jib cranes are movable to
provide 360 degree access to the plurality of wells.

3. The system as recited in claim 1, wherein the vertical
adjustment mechanism comprises hydraulic cylinders.

4. The system as recited in claim 1, wherein the translation
system comprises a winch to move the jacking frame in a first
horizontal direction.

5. The system as recited in claim 4, wherein the translation
system comprises a hydraulic cylinder system to move the
jacking frame in a second horizontal direction.

6. The system as recited in claim 4, wherein the winch
comprises a hydraulic winch.

7. The system as recited in claim 1, further comprising
coiled tubing injection equipment mounted on the jacking
frame.

8. The system as recited in claim 1, further comprising a jib
crane winch to enable lifting and placement of equipment into
selected wells of the plurality of wells.

9. The system as recited in claim 1, wherein an injector is
rotatably mounted to the jacking frame via a rotating injector
table.
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10. A method of treating a plurality of wells, comprising:

assembling a plurality of modular rails to form a translation
system on an offshore platform associated with the plu-
rality of wells, the rails adaptively assembled according
to a configuration of the platform and the plurality of
wells;

mounting a jacking frame to the translation system for
movement along the platform;

moving the jacking frame horizontally along the platform
to provide access to specific wells of a plurality of wells
by moving the jacking frame in a first horizontal direc-
tion with a winch and by moving the jacking frame in a
second horizontal direction with a hydraulic system;

adjusting at least a portion of the jacking frame in a vertical
direction to position equipment vertically with respect to
the wells; and

delivering the equipment into or out of selected wells with
a jib crane mounted to the jacking frame for movement
with the jacking frame.

11. The method as recited in claim 10, wherein moving
comprises moving the jacking frame in a front-to-back direc-
tion and a side-to-side direction.

12. The method as recited in claim 10, further comprising
mounting a pair of opposed jib cranes on the jacking frame.

13. The method as recited in claim 12, wherein delivering
comprises rotating the jib crane and moving comprises trans-
lating the jacking frame to facilitate access to the specific
wells.

14. The system as recited in claim 10, wherein an injector
is rotatably mounted to the jacking frame via a rotating injec-
tor table.

15. The method according to claim 10 wherein delivering
comprises delivering coiled tubing equipment into or out of
the wells, the coiled tubing equipment further comprising an
injector mounted to the jacking frame on a rotating injector
table.

16. The method according to claim 10 further comprising
adjusting the rails to adjust the path on which the jacking
frame moves.

17. A system, comprising:

a jacking frame mounted on an offshore fixed platform
associated with a plurality of wells, the jacking frame
comprising at least one mounting platform;

a translation system coupled to the jacking frame to selec-
tively move the jacking frame horizontally toward
selected wells;

an injector rotatably mounted on the mounting platform to
inject coiled tubing into and out of the wells;

a height adjustment mechanism to enable selective adjust-
ment of the height of the injector with respect to the
wells; and

a jib crane mounted on the jacking frame to deliver equip-
ment to selected wells.

18. The system as recited in claim 17, wherein the transla-

tion system comprises a plurality of modular rails.

19. The system as recited in claim 18, wherein the transla-
tion system comprises a first mechanism oriented to cause
movement in a first horizontal direction and a second mecha-
nism oriented to cause movement in a second horizontal
direction.

20. The system as recited in claim 17, wherein the jib crane
is pivotable.

21. The system as recited in claim 17, wherein the jib crane
comprises a pair of opposed jib cranes.
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